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Life in and after the Military can be hard,  
and it’s often difficult to find relevant, Military-specific programs and 
tools to help during the ups and downs. 

Armed Services Ministry is on a mission to equip and assist Service members, Veterans, and 

their families to discover God by deeply engaging His Word, so they can experience its life-

changing message and have a positive impact on their churches, community, and country.

For more than 200 years, we’ve been walking alongside the Military community as they engage 

in God’s Word. Our work started in 1817, when American Bible Society distributed Bibles to 

Service members on the USS John 

Adams. Armed Services Ministry was 

officially founded in 1863 and continues to 

serve 35 million members of the Military 

community and has distributed more than 

60 million Bibles to our Military family.

Active Duty Members + Reservists 2.3M

Spouses (Active Duty + Reserves) 1.2M

Children of Military 1.8M

Veterans 20M+

Veteran Family Members 10M+
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Military service can create physical, mental, 

and spiritual injuries. Scripture engagement 

has proven1 to rebuild and restore resiliency, 

heal trauma, and offer hope. To leverage 

this power, we developed a comprehensive 

portfolio of six Scripture-rich, interactive 

programs to address Military struggles like 

trauma, hopelessness, and fear. 

At Armed Services Ministry, we have focused 

our programmatic efforts on Stages 4 to 6 

on the Pathway of Scripture Engagement. 

The vast majority of Americans get through 

stages 1, 2, and 3 – they’re open to receiving 

the Word, they receive a copy, and they 

have access to it in a language they can 

understand. After all, 81% of Americans have 

smartphones today which means free Bible 

software is right at their fingertips. This is 286 

million people!

But right as individuals hit stage 4, they 

encounter an inflection point. They might 

acknowledge the Bible could be for them, 

but how do they know if it is? They feel 

intimidated by it, won’t pick it up, don’t know 

how to read it, or simply won’t make the time. 

They remain stuck right there—indefinitely. 

They never make it to “interact,” let alone 

to the stages of habit formation or reading 

WHY SCRIPTURE ENGAGEMENT?

1 Jeffrey Fulks PhD, John Farquhar Blake PhD, The Barna Group, State of the Bible 2020, pages 75-106

Internal movements

RECEIVE
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regularly. So the Bible, with all the truth and 

freedom it contains for their lives, remains 

closed to them. This is a tragedy indeed.

Through our programs and resources, Armed 

Services Ministry will target users who have 

ready access to a Bible then persuade 

them—in a contemporary and compelling 

way—that the Bible is useful and beneficial to 

them. We position the user’s needs, interests, 

personal pain, or transitional disruption (such 

as inflection points as Military deployment, 

personal crises, and life transitions) alongside 

answers and solutions from God’s Word. Users 

will understand they can experience and apply 

God’s Word, motivating them to engage with 

Scripture in a deeper way than ever before.

We recognize the Pathway for Scripture 

Engagement is rarely linear. Many steps occur 

simultaneously, as well as in independent 

progression, and individuals and communities 

can experience the pathway beginning at any 

point.

God 
Understands

Journey of a
Military Wife

Operation
Recon

Never Alone:
Trauma Healing

Military Bible
Challenge

Hero
Squad

Military Trauma & 
Spiritual Injury

Hope & Healing through Military-
Specific Bible-Based Programs

Spiritual Transformation of 
Service Members & Families
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American Bible Society’s 
Armed Services Ministry is  
now in its third century of 

faithfully providing Bibles and 
Scripture resources to Service 
members, Veterans, and their 

families across the world 
and right here at home. We 

understand the challenges of 
our Service members, because 
we’ve been in their boots, and 

we stand ready to serve   
those who serve.
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“As a Military professional for 
31 years and a leader of many 

programs to bring help, hope, and 
healing to our Military, I can truly 
validate the integrity, the quality, 

and the powerful relevance of 
Armed Services Ministry programs 

and products.” 

—Robert F. Dees, Major General, U.S. Army, 
Retired and President and CEO of the National 

Center for Healthy Veterans
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HOW IT WORKS
Created by the Military and for the Military, our programs address the spiritual needs of those 

who have served, Military wives, and their children; use cutting-edge learning and user-

experience tools and technology; are built to measure and report timely outcomes and impact; 

and demonstrate movement along a defined Pathway of Scripture Engagement. 

Dr. Byron Johnson and the Institute of Studies of Religion at Baylor University are conducting 

third-party process and outcome studies to provide objective feedback and measurement of 

our program impact.

Our goal is to work with the 6,000+ Chaplains and  
thousands of churches nationally, who directly minister to  

Service members, Veterans, and their families. 

By focusing our efforts in 13 Military-dense communities across the U.S., our long-term goal is 

to engage more than 6,000 Chaplains and 7,500 church leaders. This offers the opportunity to 

reach 85% of our Military Service Members, Veterans, and families.

We invite you to visit armedservicesministry.org to learn more about how we help 
bring the healing through God’s Word to our Military.
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Military children are strong. 
But like their warrior parents, they face different challenges than most 
kids, making significant sacrifices for the Military.

 We want them to know our nation is grateful. Hero Squad addresses the practical and spiritual 

needs and challenges of thousands of Military children, offering faith, hope, and purpose 

through God’s truth.

FAMILY BIBLE ENGAGEMENT PROGRAM
For Military Children and Families
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HOW THE PROGRAM WORKS
Hero Squad ensures Military families have 

customized weekly touchpoints with God’s 

Word. Created specifically for them, all of 

our materials look, feel, and sound familiar to 

Service members and their families. Over the 

course of a year, family members receive 52 weekly devotionals, helping them see God’s Word 

as a powerful and effective solution for the unique challenges encountered by today’s Military. 

The devotionals are punctuated with seasonal gift and resource boxes sent quarterly with gifts, 

journals, structured family activities, and more. Each box is thoughtfully designed to help kids 

learn how they can rely on Jesus to provide strength for all of life’s battles. All this—like all our 

resources—provided free to Military families from a grateful nation. 

THE NEED
Over the past 20 years, the United States has been engaged in the longest period of Military 

conflict in its history. Fifty percent of the current Military force is married, and 40% of the 

Military force have children. There are an estimated 1.7 million children who currently have a 

parent serving in the Military.

A child of a Military Service member faces critical challenges that non-Military children do 

not encounter. These include long-term absence of their parent, the fear of their parent being 

injured or killed in service, and the consequences of wartime deployment such as parental 

physical injury, psychological harm, and even death. With frequent deployments and changing 

assignments, children of Military relocate an average up to 9 times before they graduate high 

school, resulting in greater social unrest and associated trauma.

Research suggests just having a parent deployed could increase a child’s chance of 

depression, bullying and suicidal thoughts by between 27% and 50% over a non-Military child.

MYHEROSQUAD.ORG

https://MyHeroSquad.Org
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BIBLE READING PLAN 

Reading the Bible is hard. But not that hard. 
Military Bible Challenge is an easy-to-use, self-paced, 75-day Bible 
reading plan written with Military language and examples. 

The basis of our annual Operation 500 reading campaign, it provides a clear overview of the 

Bible though a straight-forward, simple-to-follow plan. Users will build a habit of consistent 

daily Bible reading that leads to deeper engagement with God through His Word.

OPERATION 500 CAMPAIGN

For Military Service Members





11

HOW THE PROGRAM WORKS
The Military Bible Challenge requires participants to sacrifice 20 minutes a day for 75 days—

which is hard, but not that hard. As Service members, Veterans, and their families complete the 

Military Bible Challenge, they will grow in their relationship with Jesus and find clarity on His will 

for their lives. 

Proven Impact
To date, hundreds of 
thousands of Service 
members have 
successfully completed 
the Military Bible 
Challenge deepening 
their dependence on 
God’s Word.

Reinforces a Bible 
Reading Habit

The program helps 
participants build a daily 
Bible reading habit, 
which is vital to ongoing 
spiritual health and 
resilience. 

The 
Program 
Benefits

Leads to Further Scripture 
Engagement

Armed Services Ministry has a full 

suite of programs available to Service 

members, Veterans, and their families. 

Cost Effective

The money you invest will lead directly 

to helping Service members, Veterans, 

and their families engage more deeply 

with God’s Word.

MILITARYBIBLECHALLENGE.NET

https://www.militarybiblechallenge.net/


12
VIDEO-DRIVEN BIBLE STUDY

Defending America is not easy. 

Today’s warriors face many complex challenges and stressful situations. 

This Bible Study is anchored by videos of Veterans and other Military personnel, which connect 

to six self-guided Bible studies that offer God’s hope, wisdom, and peace in eight key areas of 

struggle.

GOD   UNDERSTANDS
SCRIPTURE FOR WARRIORS IN NEED

For Service Members Experiencing Military Stress
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HOW THE PROGRAM WORKS
Each God Understands study gets to the heart of a topic Service members often face, featuring 

stories of fellow warriors who have been in their boots and come out the other side. Each study 

has 3–5 chapters that offer relevant lessons from the Old and New Testament and guided quiet 

time to reflect and pray.

TOPICS INCLUDE:

It is our prayer that God Understands will equip Service members, Veterans, and 
their families with God’s Word and specific practical skills to help them face the 
many complex challenges brought about by Military service. 

GODUNDERSTANDSMILITARY.COM

https://www.godunderstandsmilitary.com/
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VIDEO-DRIVEN BIBLE STUDY

Military wives are quiet heroes. 

They keep their families going throughout the many disruptions that 
come with Military service. 

This four-book series—available online or in print—addresses the unique challenges they 

face. This study can be used by individuals or through small groups and focuses on important 

subjects like deployment, reunion, and transitions. 

For Military Wives
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HOW THE PROGRAM WORKS
To create the Journey of a Military Wife study, we partnered with Military wife and author, 

Brenda Pace, whose husband served for 28 years on active duty. Brenda authored the 

curriculum and also serves as the video guide throughout the series. 

The Journey of a Military Wife is a four-part series: Dedicated, Devoted, Deployed, Directed. 

Each part contains two journeys, each divided into six-week Bible reflections for each weekday. 

Participants can travel through the series in order or jump into the journey that is most relevant 

to their current life stage.

Through your partnership, we will be able to equip chaplains, church leaders, and other helpers 

around the country who are working with Military wives and families. 

MILITARYJOURNEYS.COM

https://militaryjourneys.com/


16
ASYNCHRONOUS eLEARNING

Military trauma healing is difficult and 
complex. 
Consistent and deep Scripture engagement can transform the lives and 
relationships of Service members, Veterans, and their families. 

Never Alone: Military Trauma Healing provides real, Scripture-based comfort to restore well-

being as participants work through the Biblical Trauma Healing Arc.

For Service Members Experiencing Military Trauma
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HOW THE PROGRAM WORKS
Never Alone Military Trauma Healing courses are based on the Trauma Healing Experience Arc 

developed by the Trauma Healing Institute of the American Bible Society. Designed specifically 

to address the needs of the US Military and the high incidence of PTSD that occurs among 

those who serve our country.

The courses include seven modules that focus on key elements of the healing arc—

suffering, being heard, grieving, lamenting, bringing pain to the cross, forgiving, rebuilding, 

resilience—combined with Military-specific stories and references for a Military audience. This 

asynchronous, eLearning program is self-paced and self-reflective, integrating proven concepts 

in trauma healing, including Scripture engagement and connectedness within the Military 

community.

Suffering

TRAUMA HEALING ARC EXPERIENCE

Being Heard

Grieving

Lamenting

Bringing Pain to the Cross

Forgiving

Rebuilding

Resilience

NEVERALONEMILITARY.ORG

https://www.neveralonemilitary.org/
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VIRTUAL AND IN-PERSON SMALL GROUP ELEARNING

The heart of true Scripture engagement 
begins with knowing Jesus. 
WHO is he? WHY did he come? WHAT does it mean for me? 

Operation RECON is an eight-week, small group, interactive outreach based on the Gospel 

of Mark and is the foundation for all other Armed Services Ministry Scripture engagement 

programs.

COMING 
FALL 2021

For Service Members Looking for Spiritual Community
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HOW THE PROGRAM WORKS
Operation RECON uses the most up-to-date learning modes suitable for in-person or 

distance learning. The program is being built through a development process with three, 

distinct phases—research and design, prototype and pilot, and full-scale rollout. It is created 

specifically to help the local church. It’s not just a tailored, outcome-oriented curriculum but 

also a multi-media implementation vehicle supported by trained volunteer facilitators, and it’s 

created to help individuals engage with the Bible. It includes both an individual element—a 

person learning to interact with Scripture on their own—and a vital group element, where 

insights and community grow. The individual element is guided, contextualized, interactive, 

and measured—outcome-

oriented, as we’ve described. 

The group element is embedded 

in an engaging, educational, 

supportive online community. 

This is displayed in the graphic.

 
UNIQUE FEATURES

Guided In addition to the group facilitator, the digital interface will have a built-in 
video guide who walks individuals and the team through each step of the 
reconnaissance mission, emphasizing critical messages and highlighting key 
takeaways.

Engaging The product will include high-quality video storytelling with emotional hooks that 
continually draw participants deeper into the program.

Contextualized All the content will be tailored to the Military audience, connecting with their life 
experiences, struggles, concerns, and questions.

Educational Facilitators extract the central content and lead users through program’s top-
quality curriculum, which is based on the Book of Mark and delivered through 
thoughtful user experiences.

Interactive The weekly routine will include individual Scripture engagement, in-group  
activities, and post-meeting reflection. So, participants will be fully engaged and 
connected to the content, instead of passively absorbing information.

Measured Through progress tracking, the program will give natural feedback, 
encouragement, and incentive for the participant to complete the mission.

Supportive Wrapped in a small group setting, each participant will have the support and  
accountability of others who are making the same journey of exploration. 

OPERATIONRECON.ORG

https://www.operationrecon.org/
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TOTAL BUDGET
$6,400,000
*All Armed Services 
Ministry overhead is 
covered by American 
Bible Society.

Promotion & 
Administration
$675,000

Resources  
to Military
$1,740,000

Program  
Evaluation
$150,000

Direct 
Ministry
$3,835,000

ARMED SERVICES MINISTRY EXPENSES FY22

We’d love to tell you more! 
Please feel free to contact us:

FRANK LOFARO
Executive Director

Armed Services Ministry
(703) 927-8478

flofaro@americanbible.org

In FY22, Armed Services Ministry will help 
815,000 Service members, Veterans, and their 
families engage more deeply in Scripture.



21There is always light 
to be found in the 
darkness. 
That’s why we are passionate about 
helping equip today’s Chaplains and 
Military ministries with resources, 
training and support to engage  
their troops in the Bible.

Please join us!
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ArmedServicesMinistry.org

http://ArmedServicesMinistry.org

